[Recent developments in head and neck immunology : A basis for novel therapeutic strategies?]
Immunological processes play a key role in the pathogenesis of head and neck pathologies. Besides allergies or infections of the tonsils, the paranasal sinuses, and the ear, initiation, progression, and metastasis of malignant tumors are particularly dependent on the immune system. The recruitment of white blood cells to the site of injury or infection is a critical event in the pathogenesis of these diseases. This article will provide a compact overview about recent developments in this rapidly growing field in otorhinolaryngology which might establish the basis for promising therapeutic strategies for previously insufficiently treatable disorders of the head and neck.